




JOHN H. SEGER 

The only white man ever intrusted vrith the Tra¬ 
dition of the Cheyenne Indians, came to Darlington 
in 1872. Dar'ington was then the Cheyenne & 
Arapaho Agency. He was in charge of the Indian 
School at Darlington for five years, which included 
the Cheyenne School, the Arapaho School and a 
school for 40 children of the Northern Cheyenne, 
when they were moved down to Darlington after 
the battle in which General Custer was killed. He 
moved the Chyennes & Arapahoes, an affiliated tr.ibe, 
to what was afterwards called Seger Colony. There 
he* built up the Seger School and was in charge of it 
for 12 years. 



PREFACE 


The tradition of the Cheyennes as told to John II. Seger, by 
one who was appointed to keep this tradition. 

Preface of the relation of the story giving the tradition of the 
Cheyennes. 

This story is the history of the tribe of Cheyenne Indians and 
'it is their history as far' back as they know anything of their his- 
toryapjfPlf has been handed down by word of mouth from genera- 
generation, and John H. Seger fully believes that he is the 
only white man who knows this tradition and he now publishes 
it that it may be preserved, also that the Cheyennes may have a 
record of their origin. 

To show why John H. Seger believes he is the onlv white man 
come to get it, then all can judge for themselves whether he is the 
only w T hite man that knows it and whether it is true or not. 

It was in the spring of the year when John H. Seger had charge 
of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians, at w T hat is known as Seger 
Colony, that a prominent Cheyenne Chief came to him and said: 
“when is the best tinrnto plant corn?” Seger replied, “plant corn 
when the oak leaves are the size of a squirrel’s foot and plant pota¬ 
toes when the elm buds begin to swell and plant corn when the 
moon is light because it grows above ground and plant potatoes 
when ,the moon is dark because they grow below ground. I suppose 
when the white man first came to this country that he found the 
Indians raising corn and potatoes, and when the white man asked 
the Indians w r hen was the best time to plant them the Indian told 
him as I told you which was to plant corn when lire oak 
leaves were the size of a squirrel’s foot. 

The Indian replied, “I suppose that is so, for the Cheyennes 
planted corn before they hunted buffalo. I have a good mind to 
tell you about it. 

Seger-said, “is that so, tell me all about it, for I thought the 
Indians always hunted buffalo.” 

The Indian says, “I will do so if you will write it down and 
some day have it printed in a book and will not give the name of 
the one who told it to you. The reason I ask this is because it js 
o lr history and I am of those who are appointed to keep it, each 
one is required to make a vow and promise to the Great Spirit that 
h 3 will never tell it as a story and will not tell it except in the 
presence of two others who are ppointed to tell it and they, must 
agree to every word as it is told, before the one who is telling it 


can go on. And should I toll this history to you I would be reak- 
ing my vow and promise, and would be censured because of it, an.I 
the reason why I would tell it to you is because the habits and cus¬ 
toms of the Cheyennes are changing and we are not repeating 
this history as often as we did in the past and we are not adding 
of late any new history and I can see that as the Cheyennes take 
up the white people’s ways and customs, more and more we will let 
our old customs disappear and to preserve our history is the only 
thing that would induce me to violate my vow by telling this history 
to you. So if you will promise me faithfully to write it down and 
have it printed that our children and their children can know the 
past history of their tribe, I will give it to you.” I promised. 

So this booklet is the fulfillment of my promise to him 



TRADITION OF THE CHEYENNE 
INDIANS 


The tradition of the Cheyennes 
as told to John H. Seger in the 
year of 1905, by one who was ap¬ 
pointed to keep the tradition. 
This story is considered sacred 
and is no falsehood. 

A long time ago before the 
Cheyennes ever heard of or saw 
a white man the Cheyennes lived, 
in the north, in a much colder 
country than this where we live 
now. We were a large and hear¬ 
ty people in those days. 

Although it was a cold climate 
the men, women and children 
went naked, and wore no cloth¬ 
ing. In very cold weather we 
would crawl into caves or hol¬ 
low logs and would carry dry 
leaves and make nests or beds 
with them and we would pile up 
very much like some animals will 
do to keep warm and we would 
remain that way during a snow 
storm. 

We could walk across the riv¬ 
ers and streams on the ice in our 
bare feet and thought nothing of 
it,—the same as a tear vr pan 
ther could do. 

We had no way of getting 
food but such as we could get 01 
kill with our hands. We could 
climb trees and get young squir¬ 
rels or panthers or any kind of 
animals that were young and 
helpless or we could get young 


birds from the nests or could get 
bird’s eggs. We run in herds like 
a herd of buffalo or antelope. 
We had no families and the 
mother only cared for her child¬ 
ren when they were young and 
helpless very much the same as a 
cow cares for her calf. 

As our tribe increased food be¬ 
came difficult to get. The first 
help we had in getting a living 
was brought about in this way: 
A Cheyenne woman lost a small 
child that was nursing. Soon af¬ 
ter her child died she had found 
a nest of young kitten panthers, 
she waited until the mother pan¬ 
ther was away to hunt food, then 
she went and took one of the 
young panthers out of the nest 
and ran off with it and the young 
panther gave a moan or whine 
which sounded like the cry of the 
baby she had lost and the remind¬ 
er of her dead babe caused the 
woman to hug the kitten panther 
to her breast and when she did 
so the kitten*panther which no 
doubt was hungry began nursing 
the woman. Thus it was taking 
the place of her dead babe and 
an affection for the kitten pan¬ 
ther sprang into her heart and 
the woman loved this kitten pan¬ 
ther and she raised it as if it 
had been her own child, and as 
it grew up it would kill deer and 



other large game and fu: ’risked 
food for the Cheyennes much eas¬ 
ier than they could get it in any 
other way. 

So other women got hold of 
young panthers and raised them 
the same way as this woman had 
done. And they not only got by 
the help of these panthers their 
food much easier than they had 
done previously to their getting 
the panther, but they had to take 
the hide off the deer and other 
game they got by the help of 
the panther. This made it neces¬ 
sary for them to get something to 
cut the hides with so they got 
pieces of flint stone that had 
sharp edges, which enabled them 
cut the hides off of the animals 
the panthers killed. They found 
these hides would keep them 
warmer than leaves when laid ov¬ 
er them, so they used them in this 
way. 

There was another tribe of In¬ 
dians that used to fight with 
them and attack them when they 
crossed each others paths. This 
tribe would steal the children of 
the Cheyennes and their women 
also, and keep possession of them. 
The Cheyennes were not so war¬ 
like as this other tribe, yet the 
other tribe was afraid to meec 
the Cheyennes openly, because 
the Cheyennes were so.large and 
strong. So the other tribe would 
come at night and come on to 
them stealthily and bear away 
their women and children. So 
the Cheyennes went to war a- 
gainst this tribe that was menace 
to them and they killed them with 
clubs and stones. 

After the Cheyennes had killed 
many of this tribe and captured 


many of them as prisoners they 
were not bothered by them. Since 
the Cheyennes began to use the 
hides of animals, which the pan¬ 
thers had killed they not only us¬ 
ed the hides to cover over them ir 
cold weather but some times they 
they would use them to tie around 
themselves to protect their bod- 



LITTLE CHIEF 
Who was once on the war path. 
Afterwards a pri oner at St. 
Augu tine, Florida But now 
lives in a framed ; house,well- 
furnished and is a professing 
Christian and deacon in the 
church to which he belongs. He 
can now hand this tradition down 
totho^ewho come after him, in 
printed form instead °f by word 
of mouth. 


ies from the cold, thus they could 
go about in the cold much better 
than they could before they got 
these hides and they would us 2 




the hides to construct rude shelt¬ 
ers from the cold. 

A change came in the lives of 
the Cheyennes, which was brought 
about by. a great flood of water 
which covered the earth where 
the Cheyennes were then living. 
We don’t know just where it .was 
but we think, it was in the valley 
of...the Missouri river up. near its 
head. It seems we.we^e in a val¬ 
ley where there were mountains 
on the side, of the valley. What 
was the cause., of the flood we do 
not know, -whether it was an 
earthquake or a cloud, burst, but 
very suddenly the earth was cov¬ 
ered with swimming water and 
every one had to take care of 
himself and the only way they 
could do this was to swim toward 
the mountains which were far 
away. There were but few'who 
escaped drowning and when they 
did so they landed alone. Their 
panthers were all drowned. Thus 
they, were when they reached 
land. Alone and with nothing 
but their hands to provide their 
food. They were naked and on a 
mountainous barren land and at 
first- only one in a place. It was 
hard work to get any thing to 
live on, yet. they remembered the 
help the panthers had given them 
and-the use they had made of 
the hides of the game the pan¬ 
thers had killed and how they 
had made use of the sharp flint 
stores to skin their game. 

The remembrance of this seem¬ 
ed to inspire them to use their 


minds to study ways of getting 
food, so they used their minds to 
study out ways to get food. There 
was no.game.in these mountains 
like.there, was in the valley and 
lower, land where they lived be¬ 
fore the flood. 

There were small trees. They 
used sharp, flint stone to scrape 
off the bark which they ate to 
keep , from starving. There were 
fish in the mountain brooks, they 
studied up ways of getting them 
which was principally by trap¬ 
ping them, which was done by put¬ 
ting something in the brook where 
there was but little water, then 
drive the fish to the place where 
they would catch them with their 
hands or hit them with a club or 
stone. 

Sometimes when a Cheyenne 
reached the land when swimming 
out of the flood, it was a long time 
before he would meet another one 
of the tribe who had like himself 
escaped. When he did so, this was 
the first Cme that love sprang up 
in their hearts one fbr another. 
After the flood when two would 
meet after wandering • around a- 
lone for we know not how long, it 
might have been for months or 
years,, at the sight of each other 
love seemed to sprang into their 
hearts and they Would run to meet 
with outspread' arms and would 
clasp each other to their bosoms 
in a loving embrace. This love 
which was kindled at the sight of 
each other did not die, but caus¬ 
ed them to form families. If one 



was a man and the other a woman, 
they afterwards lived together as 
man and wife and when children 
were bom they loved them even 
after they were grown np. As 
the numbers of those who had es¬ 
caped the flood become greater, 
as they drifted together and chil¬ 
dren were bom it was necessary 
for them to invent other means to 
get food which they did. They us¬ 
ed clubs to kill game with that 
that they could not get with their 
hands. Their experience in the 
flood caused them to be afraid to 
again go into the valley where 
they lived when the floods came, so 
they necessarily had to exert 
themselves to get food to live on, 
to do this they became very skill¬ 
ful in handling the club, they 
learned to throw a club to kill 
game they could not reach other¬ 
wise. 

At the time of the flood there 
was one band of Cheyennes that 
disappeared and those who escap¬ 
ed never have been heard of nor 
saw one of them since the flood. 
Yet even to this day if they meet 
a member of a tribe of Indians 
they have never met before they 
at once begin an inquiry to find 
out whether they might be the 
part of the tribe that was lost in 
the flood, yet they have never 
found any of them. 

The Cheyennes kept increasing 
in numbers and had to spread 
out over a greater area of terri¬ 
tory until the} met another tribe 
of Indians who spoke a different 


language, yet was living like they 
themselves were, and were also 
using clubs for weapons. With the 
two tribes being so near togeth¬ 
er, game became scarce and the 
tribe they met regarded the Chey¬ 
ennes as intruders on their hunt¬ 
ing grounds, so made an attack 
on them, as the tribes they met 
were numerous it was very hard 
for the Cheyennes to keep them 
from overpowering them. But a- 
bout this time there was one of 
the Cheyennes who was very 
strong. It was believed that 
the Great Spirit gave him 
strength to do things. The 
Great Spirit also provided him 
with a large club and told him 
that any one whom he hit with it 
would be killed. (This is the first 
time the Great Spirit is mention¬ 
ed in their tradition.) 

So the Cheyennes knew that 
wherever this man met the enemy 
their side would win because the 
Great Spirit was with him. They 
also had bows and arrows with 
points of stone. They also used 
stone hammers. They had no 
iron so they used bones and 
stone instead. Used flint and 
bones for knives. The other 
tribe who had been at war with 
the Cheyennes were sooii driven 
out of the country. 

And the Cheyennes never knew 
what became of them. The flood 
had brought much trouble. We 
seemed to wake up and we rea¬ 
soned more. We were more kind 
and human. We began to make 



friends with other tribes when we 
met them. One time we had 
placed ouj camp in the shape of 
a horseshoe the opened end be¬ 
ing towards the rising sun, we 
were camped on a level piece of 
land and below our camp was a 
large spring, which gushed out 
from the foot of a bluff. In the 
midst of our camp were some 
young men playing the hoop 
game and some were playing the 
game of chance, the basket game. 
(This is the first time that gam¬ 
bling was spoken of in tradition. 
The basket game that they used 
then is used by them today.) 

It was at a time when game 
was scarce, and the Cheyennes 
were very hungry. There was 
one Indian watching the game 
who was dressed very peculiar 
and different from the rest. This 
man had a painted hide, which he 
wore around him as he stood 
watching the game. He had a 
feather stuck in his hair, and it 
was worn different than a feather 
was worn by any other Indian, 
soon another Indian came and 
stood by the first, and he was 
dressed in the same way as the 
first mentioned Indian was dress¬ 
ed. When he saw this he said, 
“why are you mocking me, by 
dressing like me?” The 2nd one 
said, “that it is you that is mock¬ 
ing me.” They were soon engaged 
in a quarrel, and a large crowd 
gathered around them. The first 
Indian said, “that it is you that 
is mocking me, for I was told to 


dress this way by a person in that 
spring.” So was I, the other In¬ 
dian-said, if you are telling the 
truth follow me into the spring, 
and if you can go into the spring 
like I can, then I will know that 
you are not telling a lie, So the 
Indian dove headfirst into the 
spring. The other Indian follow¬ 
ed him, they came out together 
where an old woman was baking 
bread made of corn. The women 
asked them why they come there 
together, and she had one sit on 
the right of her and the other on 
the left, then asked them what 
they came there for? They said 
that their people were very near 
starving, and they were told by 
the Great Spirit, to come there 
and they would find on old woman 
Who would tell them what to do. 
She said, “I know all about it and 
that is the reason I have prepared 
something for your people to eat. 
The old woman then showed them 
a field of corn, which extended as 
far as they could see. Then she 
showed them a large herd of buf¬ 
falo which extended as far as they 
could see. The old woman said 
she knew that they needed food 
and the Great Spirit had heard 
their prayers and had instructed 
her to prepare food for them. The 
old woman taught them how to 
plant corn and told them how to 
kill buffalo and she gave the two 
men buffalo meat and corn bread 
to eat, and told them that the 
Great Spirit would give them food 
to live on instead of the small 



animals that they had been living 
on, for as their people were more 
numerous they would need more 



The above is the picture o 
Nelson Sage, who was educated 
at Seger School. Since he left 
school he raised and so’d corn 
and kaffir corn in one year from 
wh ich he bought and payed f r a 
good span of mu'es and a wagon 
an arness and he can rrad the 
tra ions of his ancestors, 


to live on than in the past. She 
.then showed them how to make 
corn into bread and told them how 
to dress the buffalo. When the 
old woman had given them the 
necessary instructions they were 
ready to go out of the spring. She 
gave them corn bread and buffalo 
meat to feed their people and corn 


to plant. She told them to feed 
their people with the corn bread 
and meat which she gave them. 
She told them to begin and feed 
the men first as they would have 
to hunt the game and provide the 
meat for the people to eat. When 
they were fed and satisfied, she 
saidp £ ‘ that they should feed the 
women .for they were to cook the 
food and care for the camp and 
last they were to feed, the chil¬ 
dren and orphans and those who 
were dependent and after they 
were all satisfied there would be 
nothing left of the food she gave. 

She told them when they went 
out the buffalo would follow them. 
The men went out and they fed 
the people like they were instruct¬ 
ed to do and the, people were all 
satisfied. Aft$r they were through 
eating every one was instructed 
to go into their tepees so that 
not to' frighten buffalo when the) 
came out of the spring. One buff¬ 
alo came out, he looked around 
then kicked up his heels and went 
back into the spring, then three 
buffalo cows came out and look- 
• ed around, they then went back 
into the spring. Then a noise like 
thunder was heard and soon a 
herd of buffalo came pouring out 
of a spring, they kept coming out 
until they filled the valley below 
the spring with buffalo, and they 
went to grazing. Then one of 
them who came out of the spring 
showed them how to kill the buf¬ 
falo and dress it. The other man 
taught them how to plant the corn 





and tend it, thus the buffalo and 
the com gave the Indians plenty 
of food. After they had planted 
and tended their corn they lived 
on it through the winter, while 
the buffalo had drifted south to 
spend the winter. 

The Cheyennes had no way to 
carry their bedding and camp 
equipage, as they now had be¬ 
gun to use the buffalo robes to 
cover their *tepees and also for 
bedding. They could not take this 
with them and follow the buffalo 
very far south. During the time 
that had passed by the Cheyennes 
had met up with other tribes, who 
disputed with them the right to 
the hunting ground. Other tribes 
who opposed them, would steal 
into their camp at night when 
they were sleeping and attack 
them. To prevent this the Chey¬ 
ennes captured young wolves or 
wild dogs and raised them as pets 
and they would guard their camps 
at night and now since they were 
killing buffalo they could provide 
plenty of meat for these dogs and 
they soon had a large number of 
them in camp. They began to pack 
their camp equipage on these 
dogs when they followed the buf¬ 
falo on their way south in the fall 
and with the help of the dogs 
they were enabled to follow the 
buffalo much farther than they 
could do before they had the dogs 
to carry their camp equipage, but 
all had to go on foot and the wo¬ 
men carried the young children 
on their backs'. The Cheyenne 


women were very strong in those 
days, they would give birth to a 
child and the next day would 
take the child and keep up with 
the tribe. In the fall as they could 
rot carry corn with them, they 
would store it away in caves, so 
they would have it when they 
came back from following the 
buffalo. 

borne other tribe came to their 
hunting ground when they were 
gone, and found their corn which 
they had stored away in a cave. 
They took a part of it so when the 
Cheyennes came back from follow¬ 
ing the buffalo, they were short of 
something to eat. Yet as the In¬ 
dians had not taken all their 
corn, they had corn to plant but 
finely some white men came up a 
stream in a ^oat. They were the 
first white men they had ever 
seen or heard of. They did not 
molest the white men and they 
soon went down the stream again 
and afterwards the white men 
came up the stream to their hunt¬ 
ing grounds. While the Chey¬ 
ennes were away after buffalo and 
the white men found the Chey¬ 
ennes’ corn which they had stored- 
away and the white men took all 
the corn they had left and carried 
it off and did not leave any for 
seed. When the Cheyennes came 
back and found the corn was gone 
there was no other way for them 
to do but to turn back and follow 
the buffalo south. This was very 
hard for them to do as they had 
nothing but dogs to carry their 



food and earap equipage. As the 
men did the hunting the women 
had to move the camp. They 
were obliged to move so slow that 
when a cold spell of weather came 



BELLE BELENTI 
or Cheyenne Belle. When a girl 
of 13 years of age was in the 
Battle of the Sand Hills and it 
was the last battle of the Indian 
War of 1874 She was brought to 
the Indian School after the bat¬ 
tle, at Darlington and put in the 
charge of John H. Seger. 


and the buffalo moved faster to¬ 
ward the south and traveled a 
long ways before they settled 
down to graze. The Cheyennes 
were unable to keep up with them 
and had it not been for the large 
number of dogs they had with 
them of which they killed and 


ate, they would have starved to 
death before they could catch up 
with the buffalo again. They 
went much further south than ev¬ 
er before and did not go as far 
north as their old hunting ground. 

On one of their trips south they 
met some Mexicans who were rid¬ 
ing ponies, these were the first 
ponies they had ever seen. One 
day they came across a pony and 
they caught him and he proved 
to be gentle and they packed him 
and as he could carry much more 
than many dogs they sent a par¬ 
ty down into Mexico and brought 
back a herd of ponies with them. 
They soon learned to use these 
ponies and it enabled them to get 
their living much easier and it 
changed their way of living to a 
great extent. 

The pony very soon became 
the standard of value. As time 
went on they came in contact with 
the white man, since which time 
their Indian customs have been 
changing and as one old Indian 
man said, “tribes of people are 
like the waves of the ocean which 
roll along until it strikes the 
shore then it vanishes, but an¬ 
other wave takes its place and 
follows until it too strikes the 
shore, when it also vanishes, so it 
will be with tribes of people, one 
tribe follows another, when one 
tribe passes away, another takes 
its place, and it will be so until 
eternity/ ’ 

FOOT NOTE 

Thisisthe full and complete tradition of 
the Oheyenne Indians. A history kent Ov 
word of mouth you will understand is nec¬ 
essarily short and brief, it is nrinted to 
preserve it for the Indians and to keen 
promise to the Indians. JOHN II. SEGER 


